8.8

Animal Control
Pursuant to the authority set forth in M-G-:-MGL Chapter 140; Sections 136A-137E174E,
inclusive, and any other relevant statutes and regulations issued pursuant thereto, the

following bylaw—is—enactedrequirements are adopted for the regulation of dogs in the
Town of Reading.

8.8.1 Definitions
As—dsed—in—this—bylawThe definitions of words and terms set forth in MGL. Chapter
140 Section 136A are incorporated into Section 8.8 and shall be applicable to the

interpretation thereof. In addition, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise,

the following words and terms, as used in Section 8.8, shall have the following
meanings:

8.8.1.1

8.8.1.2

8.8.1.3

Animal Control Appeals Committee (ACAC)

The “Hearing Authority,” as that term is defined in M-G-=MGL Chapter 140;
Section 136A, charged with the responsibility of handling dog complaints_for
the Town of Reading, pursuant to M-G--MGL Chapter 140; Section 157.

Animal Control Officer (ACO)
A person appointed by the Town Manager who is authorized to enforce this
Bylaw and M-G-L=MGL Chapter 140; Sections 136A-174E;—inckdsive.

Dangeroeus-beog

8-8-1-34—Effective Voice Control

FeAn animal shall be deemed to be “under effective voice control—the—animal
mustbe” if it is within the owner’s or keeper’s sight-and, the owner or keeper
mustbeis carrying a leash, and the animal mustrefrainrefrains from illegal
activities.

8.8.1.45—Futhanize
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8:8-1-164Running at Large
A dog is running at large if it is not on the private property of its owner or
keeper, or on private property with the express permission of that property’s

owner, or on a leash, or under effective v0|ce control—én—e—w-rt—hm—t—he—ewaer—s




8.8.2 Vaeeination;-Licensing and Fees
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8.8.2.1 Three-orfewerdogs
License and vaeecinatienrequirementsVaccination Requirements « [ Formatted: Left, Indent: Left: 0.25"

AH-In accordance with MGL Chapter 140 Section 137, the owner or keeper of

a_dog(s) six months andof age or older, while residing in the Town of

Reading, must-haveshall obtain a license for the dog from the Town Clerk-,

which shall be affixed to the dog’s collar. To obtain or renew thea license,

each dog owner or keeper mustshall annually present proof of a current

rabies vaccination—When—a—veterinarian—determines—that—vaceination—is

exemptingan-old-orsick-dogfrom—vaceinationferastated pertod-of-time or a

certification of exemption from the vaccination requirement, pursuant to MGL

Chapter 140 Sections [137(b) land 145B. Comment [MH1]: This is the correct

citation.
8.8.2.1.1 New DOQ_S—Land Puppies . . i ) [Formatted: Indent: Hanging: 0.5"
Within thirty (30) days of either (a) acquiring a dog six (6) months of« - ————
age or older_or (b) a puppy’s six-month birthday, each dog owner or [Formatted. Level 1, Indent: Left: 1.5
keeper in Reading mustshall present proof of that dog’s current rabies
vaccination and obtain a license and dog tag from the Town Clerk, [Formatted: Font: Bold
) Formatted: Justified, Level 1, Indent: Left:
0.5", Hanging: 0.5"
8.8.2.1.2 Lost Tags and Replacement Tags « [ Formatted: Indent: Hanging: 0.5"




Dog owners and keepers mustshall replace a lost tag within three (3)<
business days of the loss, by obtaining a replacement tag from the
Town Clerk.

Tag exemptionsExemptions for deg—events—and—mediecal
reasens:Dog Events, )
A—deg—whileWhile actually participating in an official

sporting or dog fancy event-{, a dog may, if the event sponsors do not

allow participants to wear tags}-is, be exempt from the requirement of
section 8.8.2.1 that its license tag be affixed to its collar;; provided-its

. however, that the dog owner or keeper hasshall have the tag at the

event and available for inspection by the ACO.

When
8.8.2.1.4 Tag Exemptions for Medical Reasons

. During any period when a veterinarian determineshas+
determined that a dog cannot wear a collar for medical reasons, the
dog isshall be exempt from wearing—a—tag—untitrecovers,—from—the
requirement of section 8.8.2.1 that its license tag be affixed to its
collar;; provided, however, that its owner or keeper hasshall have the
tag in his or her possession and available for inspection by the ACO.

8.8.2.1.3

*

dog+

«—

8.8.2.1.5 Annual Renewal
Dog owners and keepers mustshall renew each dog license annually.«
The annual licensing period runs from January 1 through December
31.

<«

8.8.2.1.6 License due Date and Late Fee
Fhe—appheation—form—Application forms for obtaining, renewing or<
transferring a license shall be made available teo——each
householdannually no later than December 31 each year. Dog owners
and keepers mustshall return forms and fees to the Town Clerk by
March 31 {or—the—, if such date is not a business day, by the first
business day thereafter;—f-March-31+falls-enFriday;—Saturday;—Sunday
or—legal—heliday)-. Any license renewed after this date isshall be
deemed overdue, and the owner or keeper must-shall be required to
pay a late fee as determined by the Beard-efSeleetmenTown Meeting
in addition to the license renewal fee. The everdue-license fee and the
late fee may be added-te—the-owner's—orkeepers—taxbill-errmaybe
reeeveredsecured through the imposition of a municipal charges lien
on any property standing in the name of the dog owner or keeper,
pursuant to M-G-L=MGL Chapter 40 Section 58.

8.8.2.1.7 License Fees

FhefeesFees for licensing each dog shall be determined by the Beard

Meetmq Drowded however that the fee for neutered or spayed dogs
shall be less than the fee for non-neutered or non-spayed dogs. Fhere
is—re—fee—foer—aNo dog license fee shall be charged for any service
degsdog as defined by the Americans with Disabilities Act or
regulations premuigatedissued thereunder—Ne-fee-shal-be-charged; or
for a license for a dog owned by a person aged-70 years of age or
older.
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8.8.2.2 Kennel Licenses
No person may own or ever:

L FVacecinationReat

Anryeone—whe—ewns—er—beardsboard four or more dogs within the Town of

Reading mustapply—ferand-oebtainakennelticense-without first obtaining a
Kennel License from the Town Clerk—Fhis, in accordance with MGL Chaper

140 Section 137A; provided, however, that this requirement shall not apply to
medical boarding by any licensed veterinarian practicing in the Town of
Reading-). To obtain or renew thesuch kennel license, the kerneHicensee-whe
is—alse-the-owner or keeper of the dogs must-shall:

0.5"

(a) present-Present proof of current rabies vaccinations for each dog older+— Formatted: Indent: Left: 1", Hanging:
than SIX months in the kennel—Whea—rHs—eﬁ‘—t—he—keﬁﬁel—pFepeFt-y—eaeh

Comment [MH2]: This is the correct
citation.

(b) Pass an inspection by the Animal Control Officer pursuant to MGL
Chapter 140 Sections 137A and 137C.

8.8.2.2.1 New Dogs and New Puppies D [ Formatted: Indent: Left: 0.5"

FheA kennel licensee who is also the owner or keeper of the-dogs+ ~ [Formatted' Indent: Left: 1.5"

mustshall report to the Town Clerk each new dog in the kennel within
thirty (30) days of its acquisition;; shall show proof of current
vaccination;; and_shall obtain a kennel tag for that dog. The kennel
licensee mustshall show proof of current vaccination and obtain a tag
for each puppy when it reaches six months old.




[Formatted: Indent: Hanging: 0.5"

The Town may perform an inspection of any kennel at any time

pursuant to MGL Chapter 140 Section 137C.

8.8.2.2.3 Annual Renewal R— Formatted: Indent: Left: 0", First line:
0.5"




Each kennel licensee mustshall renew the kennel license annually—at+— [Formatted: Indent: Left: 1.5"

the—Fown—Clerk’s—Office-. The annual licensing period runs from
January 1 to December 31.

8.8.2.2.4 License Due Date D — { Formatted: Indent: Left; 0", First line:
Kennel—license—renewal—forms—will—be—sent—to—each—licensed- 05"
kennelApplication forms for obtaining, renewing or transferring a ) [Formatted: Indent: Left: 1.5"

kennel license shall be made available annually no later than
December 1 each year. Kennel licensees wustshall return forms and
fees to the Town Clerk by January 15 {eror, if such date is not a
busmess day, by the first business day thereafter—n‘—t—he—l%t—h—ﬁa#s—en

. Any kennel license
renewed after thls date shall be deemed overdue and the owner or
keeper shall be required to pay en-time-wilresultin-a late fee;due_as
determined by the Town Meeting in addition to the license fee. The

overdue license fee and the late fee may be added-to-theticensee’stax
bilHermay-bereeceveredsecured through the imposition of a municipal
charges lien on any property standing in the name of the kennel
Ilcensee pursuant to M—G—L—MGL Chapter 40 Sectlon 58 Ne%hmg—m

L J L

N h [Formatted: Font: Not Bold
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8.8.2.2.5 Fees 7 [ Formatted: Indent: Hanging: 0.5"
The fees for licensing each kennel shall be established by the Board of+— [meaned_ Indent: Left: 1.5"
Selectmen. :

8.8.2.2.6 Penalties
Any person maintaining a kennel after the kennel license therefor has

been denied, revoked or suspended shall be subject to the penalties
set forth in Section 8.8.6.

8.8.3 Conduct of AnimaisDogs

8.8.3.1 Eﬂda-ngermg—Sa-Fet-mesance and Dangerous Behawo




No dog owner or keeper shall permit the dog to become or remain a nuisance
dog or a dangerous dog, as those terms are defined and used in MGL.
Chapter 140 Sections 136A and 157.

8.8.3.2 Bist:u-l-bmg—t-he—PeaeeLeash Law

When not on the private property of its owner or keeper, or on private
property with the express permission of that property’s owner, an—animal
musta dog shall be on a leash-e+; provided, however, that it may be under
effective voice control ir-tecations—rotedbelow—Fo—-be—under—effective—voice

eontrol—theantmal-mustbewhen within the ewner's-orkeeper'ssightand-the
ewaer—er—keepe%must—be—eaﬁymg—a—leashTown Forest or on conservation

8:8:3:62.1 Public Gatherings - Leash Control Only «

An—animal-Except as otherwise specified in Section 8.8, a dog may be+—

at any public gathering net-etherwisespecified-n-thisbylaw-only if it is
on a six-foot or shorter leash and theanimal-mustrefrainrefrains from

illegal activities.
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Hmes—UnIess the seheeJrSchooI Principal glves permission in advance
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no animaldog may be on school grounds from thirty (30) minutes

O

before classes begin until thirty (30) minutes after classes end. At all
other times, the animatdog may be on school grounds only if it is on a
six-foot or shorter leash—An—animal-isnetvielating-thisprehibitionifit

or remains within a vehicle.

8.8.3.82.3 Exception for Assistance Animals (service animals) “ [ Formatted: Indent: First line: 0.25"
The provisions of this Section 8.8.3.4—dees2 shall not apply to any+ [Formatted- Indent: Left: 1.5"
properly trained assistance animal or service animal while performing .
its duties.

8:8:3-106 Dog Litter
Every dog owner or keeper isshall be responsible for expeditiously removing
any deg—feces_that the dog deposits anywhere except on its owner’s or
keeper’s private property, or on other private property with the property
owner’s permission—this—provision—dees—hoet—apply—to—any—assistance-dog—or
service-dog-while-itisperformingitsduties:

8.8.4 Animal Control Officer

8.8.4.1 Appointment
The Town Manager shall appoint an Animal-Centrel-Officer{ACO)under—the
previsions—ef-M-G-L_pursuant to MGL Chapter 140 Sections 151 and 151A to
carry out the provisions of this—bylawSection 8.8 and to perform such other
duties and responsibilities as the Town Manager or hisits designee may
determine.

8.8.4.2 Duties
The ACO'’s duties shall include-butret-be-timited-to-,the following:

. Enforcementenforcement of the Fewnprovisions of Reading—Anrimale— Formatted: Indent: Left: 1", No bullets or
Contrel-bylawSection 8.8 and of MGL Chapter 140 Sections 136A-174E and numbering, Tab stops: Not at 1.75"
any relevant Statestate or local regulations.
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o Nokificati £ unti _

8.8.4.3 Issuance of Temporary Restraint Orders
The ACO shalimay issue a -Temporary Restraint Order to the owner or keeper
of any animaldog that is alleged to be a nuisance dog or thata dangerous dog
and is awaiting a decision under Section 8.8.6—as—te—whether—it—is
dangerous:5.2. A Temporary Restraint Order-isan-orderthat-theanimalmust




8.8.4.4

8.8.4.5

8.8.4.6

1, 7,

be—at—the—AGQe—d—rseFetren—Pe shaII be in force for no more than thlrty (30)
days unless the ACO renews it in writing for subsequent thirty (30) day
periods. The ACO shallmay rescind or stop renewing the order when, in the

ACO s Judgment restralnt is no Ionger required. Jihe—aﬁﬂmal-s—emmer—er—keeﬁer

8—8%—2—te—resemd—ﬂ4e4emperary—RestFa+ﬂt—9FdeFThe ACQ'’s order shaII expire

upon receipt of a decision from the ACAC on the nuisance dog or dangerous
dog hearing.

Issuance of a Temporary Confinement Order

The ACO may make arrangements for the temporary housing of any
antmaldog that is—te—be—confined—under—the provisions—efthisbylawrequires

such temporary housing, and may issue an Order of Temporary Confinement
Order—authorizing such temporary housing. The housing may be at local
veterinary clinics, or at dog kennels within the Town or neighboring towns,
and shall be at the animaldog owner’s or keeper’s expense.

Complaint ReselutionInvestigation
The ACO shall make a written record of and shall investigate all witten
complalnts arlsmg W|th|n the Town pertalnlng to violations of t—ms—by-taw—aﬁd

MGL Chapter 140 Sectlons 136A 174E and report |ts ﬂnqus (o) the ACAC.

Recordkeeping

The ACO shall keep accurate, detailed records of the confinement and
disposition of all animatsdogs held in custody-and-ef, all bite cases reported,
and the results of investigations—ef—the—same. The ACO shall maintain a
telephone log of all calls received regarding animalsdogs and submit a
monthly report summarizing the log to the ACAC.

8.8.5 Animal Control Appeals Committee-(ACGAC)

8.8.5.1

8.8.5.2

Composition of the ACAC

The Animal Control Appeals Committee is—eemprisedshall be composed of
three Reading residents, none of whom eanshall otherwise be employees of
the Town, appointed to three-year overlapping terms by the Board of
Selectmen. The ACAC wilshall annually select a member to serve as the
Chair. At least one of the three members must be a dog owner.

Rtght—lee—A-ppea{Nulsance or Dangerous Dog Hearlng










8-8-8Any person may file a complaint in writing to the ACAC that a dog

owned or kept in the Town is a nuisance dog or a dangerous dog. All such

complaints shall be investigated and addressed in accordance with MGL

Chapter 140 Section 157.

8.8.6 Penalties

8.8.86.1

8.8.86.2

Fines

Any animaldog owner or keeper who maintains a kennel after the kennel
license has been denied, revoked or suspended, or who fails to obtain a
kennel license; and any animaldog owner or keeper who fails to comply with
Section 8.8.3 Cenductof-Animals—shall be subject to penalties as determined

by the Arimal-Contrel-AppealsCommitteeACAC, not exceeding Three Hundred
($300) Dollars per day for every day of the violation.

Reimbursement of Costs
If the Animal-Centrol-OfficerACO confines a dog and the animaldog owner or
keeper does not pay all fees directly to the kennel or veterinary clinic, then



the dog’s owner or keeper mustshall be required to reimburse the Town—ef
Reading for any expenses incurred in boarding that dog. If the dog has not
been licensed, the owner or keeper mustshall obtain a license and pay any
applicable late fee before the dog can be released.

A -~ [Formatted: Font: Not Bold

8.8.86.3 Penalties for Violating_ Temporary Restraint Orders [Formaned. None. Indent: Left: 0"
The ACAC shall determine a schedule of penalties not exceeding Three . .

Hundred ($300) Dollars per day for each and every violation of restraint
erdersTemporary Restraint Orders.

« [ Formatted: Justified

8.8.6.4 Penalties for Non-Compliance with and Order of the ACAC
An owner or keeper of a dog who fails to comply with an order of the ACAC
shall be punished in accordance with MGL Chapter 140 Section 157A.

8.8.9:16.5 Enforcement
In addition to any other means of enforcement, the provisions of this
bylawSection 8.8 and the regulations adopted pursuant thereto may also be
enforced by non-criminal disposition in accordance with the provisions of
Section 1.8—ef-this—bylaw, and M:GL-MGL Chapter 40 Section 21D._ The
penalty for such violation shall be $300 for each offense. Each day or part
thereof shall constitute a separate offense.



